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April 22, 1998
Dear Members,

About 10 days ago I had the misfortune to find our dear
friend and past Grand Commander Bob Ehlers dead at his
home. My wife and I had invited Bob over for Easter Dinner
and when he didn’t arvive at the scheduled time I went to his
home and found him. He had died in his sleep, peacefully
between Saturday night and Sunday morning.

Since I arrived in Louisville 11 years ago, Bob has been not only
one of my best friends but also my mentor. Those of you that
knew him, knew that beneath that stern French manner was a
man with a big heart.

Bob may have upset some of you a few years back when he
seemed distant and resigned but you should know the reason.
Bob was a very proud man and when he found out that the love
of his life, Annette, had Alzheimer’s he just couldn’t accept it
and didn’t want anyone to know so he became withdrawn and
moody. I know that he loved his fellow members of the Toque
dearly because he always talked of you.

Bob has also had a rough time these last few years with his own
health. Just last summer, I had to rush him to the hospital
when his heart slowed to 17 beats per-minufe. His doctors
installed a pacemaker and we thought the jumper cables would
take care of things. In the last few weeks before he died he
started being his old self and I even had to get on him two days
before he died for digging out a shrub that he didn’t like in his
front lawn. Of course, I even got that French attitude. Did I
think he was feeble?

A month or so ago Bob and I drove up to Indianapolis to Ed
Gerstunds wake and in the ride up and back Bob talked of his
long friendship with Ed and Mary and what a wonderful couple
they were.



Bob Ehlers was born in Saint Pol sur Mer, Nord, France, near Dunkirk. He
graduated from the Chamber of Commerce of Argenteuil, a professional
school near Paris with dual majors in the Culinary School and Business
Administration.

He started his career as a cook in the Free French Merchant Marine. It was
during an overhaul of his ship in New York that he met the love of his life
Annette. Bob got papers to stay in the States and he and Annette were
married 52 years ago.

He worked at the Warwick Hotel and the Hampshire House Hotel in New
York and at times worked the season in Florida. I believe it was Chef Rene
Danton whom Bob worked with at the Hampshire House that talked him into
moving to Texas and working at the St. Anthony in San Antonio. While in
Texas he worked at both the Austin Country Club and Houston’s Westwood
Club. He always told me that when he got to Texas he had to forget the
French Brigade System of New York. I really think he enjoyed Texas and got
very involved in the 60’s when the American Culinary Association of Chefs,
American Institute of Chef was formed. He received their Presidents Award
in 1962 and their Pioneer Award also in '62. Bob also served as the
Education Chairman. I had a chance to read some of his articles from their
magazine and what he said then applies today. Chef and cooks need to
continue to update their education not only in cooking but also in business
administration.

Bob left Texas in1963 and went to Memphis, Tennessee as Chef and
Manager for the Summit Club. He then moved to Nashville and took over as
Food and Beverage Director at the Richland Country Club.

He left Nashville for Louisville and opened the Galt House Hotel as Food and
Beverage Director. As if that wasn’t enough he then opened the Executive
West Hotel and retired from there some years ago. Retirement didn’t slow
Bob down though as he stayed busy working with his friend Larry Lannon a
Broker of Seafood’s and owner of Lanmark Co. Bob also stayed involved in
education by serving on the Advisory Committee for Jefferson Country
Community College’s Culinary Program and he and Jim Edwards were a God
send to me when we established Sullivan College’s Culinary Arts Program 11
years ago.

1 will miss him dearly, as I know those of you that knew him will. He was
always there to offer me advise, to cheer me up or to chew my butt when he
felt it was necessary. I will miss our long talks and his critiques of my ideas
and foods. There will never be anyone like him and he will remain in my
fond memories for the rest of my life. I will be bringing his Charter Member
Plague to the Golden Toque to J&W to put in our museum this June. I hope
that all of you remain in good health and hope to see you there.

Yours in Brotherhood,

Q<’l'()71r’§r15’1517ick'ay

ex-apprentice to a French Master
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April 24, 1998

Dear Jean,

Enclosed please find some Golden Toque papers we
found in Bob’s office. You wouldn't believe what a pack-
rat he was. His family is donating his cookbooks to
Sullivan’s Culinary Program. I catalogued 86 of them.
A lot were things that I found interesting. Had the
chance to read some newspaper clippings about Bob
and he was quite a cook and Chef. You will find some
clippings in this box. You also will find some Photos of
previous Toque events. I believe there is even a
YOUNG Jean Clary’s picture in there. I will bring his
Membership Plaque to Johnson and Wales this June.
His family is keeping his Medal and his AAC Medallion
for them. Who knows maybe there will someday be
another Chef in the family.

Hope you are well. I think you will enjoy going through
these papers even though they probably will bring a
tear to your eyes.

(zod Bless,

Tom Hickey



