
 
From the Archives   

HOGT Family,  
 

As we come off the heels of renewing our trademarks for another ten years; I thought it would be the 

perfect time to share a snapshot into our history. The following is a chronology of significant occurrences in the first 

two decades of the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque. Focusing on its founding, its original trademark, the 

merger odyssey and a would be usurper amongst other significant developments. I have quoted directly from 

letters that were written from our members at the time and I highlight a few hotly contested well documented 

incidents to illustrate how some of the bylaws we operate under came to be.  

I have captured key elements that are housed in our archives of this pivotal period in our history. I coupled 

that with period related news articles from those times that I researched and found in old newspapers. I sprinkled 

those throughout the timeline to lend an idea of what was actually in the press and why our founders proceeded 

the way they did.  

 

I hope you enjoy this trip through the first two decades of the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque.  

 

Very Respectfully, 

Tom Recinella  

Historian /Document Preservation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Tale of Two Golden Toques  
A Chronology of the Founding of the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque; 

Securing the Original Trademark, Merger Fever, & the Would Be Usurper  
by Tom Recinella  

Member # JT-A-14-04 

    1959 before the beginning…Mr. Pierre J. Berard, third 

National President of the American Culinary Federation, was thinking about the Golden Toque 
many years before it came to fruition. Pierre, seventy years old and retired at this time, had 

been having informal meetings with chefs from hotels like the Carlton, Willard, Statler Hilton, 
Mayflower, and Hay-Adams not only in Washington DC but throughout the country. This was 
witnessed firsthand by current HOGT member Chef Louis Perrotte who as a nineteen-year-old 

cook  fresh in from his native France was working at the Carlton Hotel in Washington DC for Mr. 
Bernard Binon, a friend of his dad and future HOGT recipient. The young Louis later heard that 
the meetings were about gathering ideas and support to start a very exclusive association of 

Chefs similar to an old French trade brotherhood.   
Chef Louis (inducted in ‘92), now 84 years young, recalling those days with his signature 

gleam in his eye and smile on his face said to me “Fresh off the boat and with other 
preoccupations I had no interest at all in attending.” Although not interested in the meeting 
nevertheless Mr. Berard left an impression on the young future HOGT member. “At the time 

Chef Berard was retired, my Chef Bernard Binon would have lunch with him in his office. I had 
no idea of who he was but he seemed more Americanized than the other foreign chefs. I 

learned that he had been in the US for a few years. Contrary to most other European Chefs, he 
was very involved in improving the training, the respect, and the opportunities of the cooks of 

the country by using the European traditional customs of the times. He was doing this with 
the help of American and other ethnic progressive Chefs. Despite being retired he was still 

working for the betterment of the profession.” The discussions of the two older chefs centered 
around the formation of what would become the American Culinary Association (ACA) 

American Institute of Chefs (AIC) and the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque. Little did 
young Louis know he was witnessing historic times. A few short years later in 1961 members of 

the American Institute of Chefs Board of Regents created the Honorable Order of the Golden 
Toque and named Pierre J. Berard Grand Commander of the Order for life.  



● Early 1959 the Texas Culinary Society was chartered under the leadership of 
future original HOGT recipients, Ernest Bertschi, Joe Gomez, Robert Ehlers, 
Marcel Chabernaud, Fred Sellers, Pierre Garbit, Delmas Parker, Clayton G. 

McMinn and future HOGT member Fredi Geissler. It endeavors to be an umbrella 
organization for the chefs in different cities of the state of Texas. The society 

published its magazine MAY 1959 under its name The Culinarian (a copy resides 
in our archives) formerly published as the Texas Chefs de Cuisine. It features the 

first certificates of attainment earned by members in the society in full color; 
many are future HOGT recipients. Amongst others the certificates include 

Executive Chefs Marcel Chabernaud, Henry Ractliffe, Joe Gomez, Chef Fredi 
Geissler, Certified Culinarian Nikki Ractliffe the first documented woman and 

dietician to receive a culinary certificate. These are some of the first known chef 
certifications of attainment in the United States. The society emphasizes in the 

publication several times that Charter membership expires 31 MAY 1959.  

1960 American Culinary Association (ACA) & American Institute of Chefs 

(AIC), established 21 NOV 1960 in Dallas Texas by disgruntled members of the American 
Culinary Federation who sought an alternative to the ACF led by future original HOGT recipient 
and Grand Commander Mr. Marcel Chabernaud. Mr. Chabernaud who served as ACF Regional 
Vice President of a six state region of the ACF at the time, resigned his vice presidency. He was 

a driving force in the formation of the ACA/AIC along with Pierre Berard.  

1961 The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque a Progeny Fraternal Society of the 

American Institute of Chefs created NOV 1961 is formed by the wishes of the members of the 
Board of Regents of the American Institute of Chefs and a proclamation is made declaring 

Pierre J. Berard Grand Commander *For Life. The HOGT in the beginning is conferred jointly by 
the ACA/AIC with branches nominating individuals that they think are worthy.  

*Some writings refer to him as the Grand Commander Forever; the two styles seem to be 
interchangeable for him during this period.  

● 3 MAR 1961 in a letter from Marcel Chabernaud to Pierre Berard Mr. 
Chabernaud expresses his disappointment and understanding at Pierre's request 

to withdraw his name as president of the ACA/AIC. He states that “We would 
like to elect you as Honorary President of both organizations with no duties 

imposed, and elect you as first recipient of The Order of The Golden Toque and 
we hope you will accept these honors.” He goes on to share his concern over the 

public perception if Pierre would no longer be affiliated with ACA/AIC. “ I am 
afraid that those who seek to discredit us would herald your withdrawal as 
indicative of your disapproval of the organization. On the other hand if you 

accept the office of Honorary President , such representations cannot be 
made.”  



 1962 the first recipients… 7 APR 1962 First annual meeting of 

the ACA/AIC National Convention Memphis TN at the Peabody Hotel first inductees into the 
Order of the Golden Toque take place. Pierre Berard accepting the offer made to him by Mr. 
Chabernaud is officially inducted and named “First member and Grand Commander for Life” 

●  APR 1962 The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque First in Use  
● APR 1962 The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque In Commerce   

● 8 APR 1962 The American Institute of Chefs adopted the national training program 
created and written by original HOGT recipient and future Grand Commander Robert 

“Bob”Ehlers. Pierre Berard appoints Mr. Ehlers as chair of the education committee and 
appoints original HOGT recipients Mr. Kurt Hoenigsberg, Mr. Dominique D’Ermo, Mr. 
Pierre Garbit, Mr. James Edwards, and  Mr. Henry Ractliffe to serve on the committee 

and implement the training program nationwide.  
● 3 SEP 1962 Dr. Kurt Hoenigsberg, an original HOGT recipient, sends a Dear Colleagues 

letter extolling the accomplishments and benefits of being a member in the American 
Culinary Association (ACA) & American Institute of Chefs (AIC). Among other things he 
states that “we are organizing a branch of the association to serve the professional 

culinarians of the Birmingham area.” An article in The Birmingham News dated OCT 09, 
1962 features the first meeting of the Birmingham branch of the ACA/AIC with a picture 
of the officers being sworn in including Kurt Hoenigsberg. Less than two years later he 

would commit what Pierre Berard would refer vehemently to as “high treason.”   

1963 changes…American Culinary Association is dissolved and the American Institute of 

Chefs and the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque  
as its honor society continues forward.  

 
● The first women to become recipients of The Honorable Order of the Golden 

Toque are Nikki Ractliffe and Frances Levenstein Roth. (Later documents would 

list Mrs.Ractliffe the first female president of an ACA/AIC branch, a highly 

respected dietician and chef as Active and Mrs. Levenstein Roth attorney and co-

founder of the Culinary Institute of America as Honorary.) 

● An article titled Culinary Group Elects Officers in The Birmingham News 

FEB 13, 1963 features the newly elected board of the Professional 

Culinary Association complete with a photo of them led by “chapter and  

President of the national group Kurt Hoenigsberg”. A little over a year 

later they would emerge with a new name and a new honor society to 

challenge The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque.  



1964 the usurper emerges…The Professional Culinary Association of 

America (PCAA) and Professional Institute of Chefs of America (PICA) was established on 3 MAR 
1964 in Birmingham Alabama by disgruntled members of the American Institute of Chefs led by 

Dr. Kurt Hoenigsberg. They form an honor program within the PCAA/PICA and style it the 
Academy of the Golden Toque. They style Mr. Hoenigsberg as Commandant for Life and later 
Grand Commander for Life. This is the act described by Pierre Berard as “High Treason.” Even 

so Pierre Berard will defend Hoenigsberg’s right to keep the true HOGT and not be stripped of it 
as many HOGT members would like to see. Saying “It is for life it cannot be taken away.” 

● There are now three national professional chef associations in the United States 
vying for the same potential members, the ACF being the oldest, the AIC and 

now the PCAA /PICA. That number would balloon to five by 1970. 
● The rift and animosity between the PCAA /PICA and the AIC expands with the 

PCCA/PICA’s continued use of the term The Academy of the Golden Toque. 
Articles start appearing in the press touting the Academy of the Golden Toque.  

● In an article in the Raleigh NC The News and Observer dated 24 APR 1964 The Academy 
of the Golden Toque medallion is described as being ‘a 

long red white and blue ribbon with some kind of Gold Medallion and a 
certificate of honor making him a lifelong member of the Academy of the Golden 

Toque.’ in reference to a recipient of it.  
● The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque  

Trademark is filed by Pierre Berard in person & at his own expense   
24 SEP 1964 Serial No. 202 534 

● In a letter dated 1 DEC 1964 from Mr. Kurt Hoenigsberg to Pierre Berard written 
on PCCA/PICA letterhead it lists Hoenigsberg as National President and 

Academy of the Golden Toque Commandant For Life Dean Kurt Hoenigsberg. 
Notably it also lists original HOGT recipient and pastry chef Michel Barbet as 

National 1st Vice President. In the letter Hoenigsberg lists the many 
accomplishments that he feels the PCAA/PICA has accomplished in its short 

existence and makes claims to accomplishing things that “the ACA never 
thought of.” as well as saying he was “sorry to hear of your resignation from the 

ACA.” This reaffirms Mr. Chabernaud's concerns of how detractors of the AIC 
and HOGT would represent Pierre’s withdrawal from  the ACA/AIC and use it to 

their own ends. It is hard to imagine what  Mr. Hoenigsberg’s intentions with this 
letter were if not to upset Pierre Berard even more and intentionally expand the 

rift between the competing organizations. 
● Bylaws for a merger of the American Culinary Federation and the American 
Institute of Chefs are created by future HOGT member Mr. Alec O. Cline who was 
charged with chairing a bylaws committee by ACF National President and future 

HOGT member Mr. Willy Rossel. The committee created a document titled  
 



Preamble and By-Laws 
American Culinary Federation      American Institute of Chefs 

ACF       +       AIC  
* 

An Illinois Corporation  
Preamble and By-Laws Written by Alec O. Cline and Committee-men 

 
(These Preamble and Bylaws housed in our archives were never implemented)  

1965  The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque  

Registered 16 NOV 1965 The United States Patent Office No. 798,960  

 

1966 merger talks heated up once again…at the 

American Culinary Federation convention of 9 JUNE 1966 in San Diego the assembly voted and 
approved a merger with the AIC. The AIC convention was held in Oklahoma City on 19-21 SEP 

1966 where after a great deal of discussion and debate, the members voted to accept the 
merger with the ACF. Future HOGT member and Grand Commander Mr. John Bandera is the 

presiding ACF National President. (Despite the vote the merger did not take place.)  

● 16 APR 1966 Mr. Albert W. Bicknell patent/ trademark attorney for Peirre Berard 
& the AIC states in a letter to Mr. Hoenigsberg, that the PCAA/PICA’s use of the 
words Academy of the Golden Toque “infringes upon our Orders rights in the 
name Order of The Golden Toque”. Mr. Bickenell further and correctly asserts 
that their misuse of the word “is likely to cause confusion and mistake in the 
culinary field and constitutes unfair competition and an infringement of our 

clients rights”.  
Indeed, the press would frequently refer to the Golden Toque AND the Academy 
of the Golden Toque erroneously as the Award of the Golden Torque as it was.  

(This typo appears many times in old newspaper articles and unfortunately 
obituaries that I have come across of some of our own Honorable Order of The 

Golden Toque members.)  
 



● An article in the Bridgeport Connecticut Bridgeport Post dated 27 APR 1966 states  
‘The Academy of the Golden Toque termed the highest award for a chef in the United 

States’ confusion and mistake…. 

1967 a quiet year in the archives.  

1968 “The Vislocky Episode” In the archives there is a folder titled “The 

Vislocky Episode” contained within the folder bound together notebook style are numerous 
letters and notes pertaining to the nomination and “mishandled” and “shotgun style” as Pierre 
Berard refers to it, application materials and process of the AIC Cleveland Branch’s nomination 
of Mr. Joseph Vislocky. This caused a great deal of rancor and was thought to be due to a feud 

between Pierre Berard and original HOGT recipient and AIC National President Mr. Eugene 
Jonkers for perceived slights and disrespect shown to Mr. Berard by Mr. Jonkers and others 

when attending the AIC conventions in both Cleveland and Oklahoma.  Mention of these slights 
and disrespect would resurface in some of Mr. Berard’s letters  over the years until his passing.  

Mr. Vislocky President of the Cleveland Culinary Association at the time, vehemently 
rejects these claims as is evidenced in a letter dated 28 APR 1966 that he sends to Mr. Herbert 

Harseim Secretary of the Capital District Branch of the  American Institute of Chefs in regards to 
remarks that Mr. Harseim wrote in the chapter's newsletter stating “ As a charter member of 

the Cleveland Culinary Association I very much object to your charges made in your latest 
newsletter, that Mr, Berard was mistreated in Cleveland during his visit as a guest of the 
Cleveland Culinary Association.” He goes on to make some disparaging comments of how 

Pierre Berard handled the situation. There can be no doubt that the Cleveland President and 
future HOGT member was not happy with the situation surrounding the origins of the alleged 
feud between Mr. Berard and Mr. Jonckers who he says; “had nothing to do with him coming 

to Cleveland.” referring to Mr. Berards visit.  

   1969 merger fever continues…  
Special meeting of the Board of Directors of The American Institute of Chefs was held on 6 OCT 

of 1969 Cleveland Ohio at the Sheraton Cleveland Hotel. Original HOGT recipient and future 
Grand Commander Ernest Bertshi serving as AIC Vice President opened the meeting by 

introducing Mr. Pierre Berard.  “Thank you Mr. Bertschi. It comes to every man in life to 
remember something in the past and also not only to remember it, but to apply to it, a sense 
of conduct for ourselves. I am addressing you today in regards to a good friend that we lost. I 
would say that my relations to that friend were always brotherly. We did not always work in 
harmony but we understood each other. We all have our points. I would say that his conduct 
has always been above board; and whatever has happened it's forgotten - - but his departure 
will long be remembered by me. At this moment I would like you all to stand in reverence for 
a few seconds in memory of Eugene Jonckers.” The meeting commences with many topics of 

AIC business discussed.  



A special committee was formed to revisit the merger and make it a reality. Mr. Berard, 80 
years old at the time, was elected to be one of the delegates on the committee. Remarkably 
detailed minutes of this merger meeting can be found in the archives section of our website 

thanks to future HOGT recipient and AIC National Secretary Mr. Richard Czack who retained a 
stenographer for the meeting. Significant topics of discussion; Insurance benefits, possible 

merger with either the ACF or the PCAA /PICA. Pierre Berard expresses his desire to see the AIC 
continue and not merge. The Honorable Order of the Golden Toque nomination process, 

bylaws, trademark infringement by the Academy of the Golden Toque is also discussed. The 
handling of the AIC in the future, merging or voluntary dissolution and changing the corporation 
from Columbus to Chicago being the two options discussed in detail with their general counsel 

Mr. James L. Oakar.  
Also discussed is the making and selling of jewelry by Mr. Louis Caruso AIC National Secretary 
and original HOGT recipient. The jewelry seems not to have been sanctioned by anyone and it 
appears that Mr. Caruso cannot account for the funds collected by selling the jewelry. Pierre 

Berard is extremely vocal about this being an issue expressing his concern in this meeting and in 
letters “anyone can wear the jewelry and by doing so appear to hold the Order of the Golden 

Toque even if they do not.” Many current and future HOGT members are present at the 
meeting including Mr. Vislocky who now serves the AIC as National Treasurer; attendees' 

names are listed at the beginning of the minutes.  
● 4 DEC 1969 in a letter from Pierre Berard to Eugene Blumenschein (now AIC national 

president) he advises Mr. Blumenschein who had recently corresponded with both ACF 
National President Mr. Jack. L Sullivan and PCAA/PICA National President Mr. Kurt 

Hoenigsberg regarding merger possibilities to “reject Mr. Sullivans proposition and 
discontinue further correspondence with him.” and “await Mr. Hoenigsberg’s answer 

to further correspondence and what they have to offer in an honest merger.” 
And “immediately close all deals concerning a merger, but strongly advise all members 

of the Board of Directors to act immediately to correspond with you to protect the 
rights of all members of the AIC and the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque. Even at 
80 years old Pierre’s passion and conviction to fight for the independence of the HOGT 

is not diminished.  

1970 a busy year in the archives… In a letter from Pierre Berard to Eugene 

Blumenschein dated 30 MAR 1970, Pierre says in reference to a letter from ACF National 
President Mr. Jack L. Sullivan to Mr.Blumenschein on 19 MAR 1970  “The last paragraph of Mr. 
Sullivan’s letter pertaining to the members of the Golden Toque being automatically accepted 
into the American Academy of Chefs the honor society of the ACF has me puzzled in as much 

as it would cost the members of the Golden Toque $10.00 per year for the privilege of 
acceptance into the American Academy of Chefs. Am I correct in assuming that this is the 

objective in Mr. Sullivans scheme to obliterate the Golden Toque altogether in favor of the 
American Academy of Chefs as they use the same symbol?” 

 
● In a letter from Eugene Blumenschein to Pierre Berard on 4 APR 1970. He urges Pierre to 

attend the AIC convention in Albany. It is obvious in his writing that he feels this will be 
the definitive vote to merge the AIC. In fact he expresses his desire to merge and his 



reasons. “I am still in favor of some kind of merger with one of the two other Chef 
organizations and will propose it to the convention in Albany.” He states his preference 

of merging with the ACF instead of with the PCAA/PICA.” I advocate a merger before 
we disintegrate all together. I personally think that the ACF is quality wise the better 

of the two organizations. They are best known and acknowledged in the industry, they 
are the oldest professional Association and they have some accomplishments to their 
credit. That is why I for one would prefer the ACF.” He mentions all of the benefits for 
Pierre of being at the convention, seeing old friends, being able to present the HOGT 
honors himself, how good Pierre is at presentations etc. Mr. Blumenschein definitely 
wanted Mr. Berard to be present at the convention and to that end he mentions the 
one thing he knows Pierre can not resist the opportunity to safeguard the HOGT. “In 

case the convention should vote for a merger there would always be the possibility to 
find ways to keep your “baby” The Golden Toque intact because the ACF does not 
want it; they have their own Academy of Chefs and PCCA also has their own honor 

society. So you see there is something for you to fight for and in this fight you will have 
me in your corner.” With all of this encouragement it is no surprise that he was aware of 
AIC National Secretary and fellow original HOGT recipient Leon Oppenheimer’s plan to 

present Pierre with a special gift as described below.  

Twenty three days after his letter to Pierre, merger talks took place 
at the American Institute of Chefs Ninth Annual National Convention at the DeWitt Clinton 

Hotel in Albany New York 27-28 APR 1970. Talks center around merging the AIC with the ACF; 
many are in favor, many are opposed. Per the minutes in our archives a vote is taken and the 

merger overwhelmingly is approved 181 ayes 48 nays. Consuming a large portion of the 
minutes are discussions about ensuring that the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque is kept 
separate and becomes its own organization. Mr. Blumenschein AIC National President and an 

original HOGT recipient expresses his desire to separate the HOGT and make it an independent 
organization. Pierre Berard is there to stand united with him in this.  

● Other tensions arise amongst members of the HOGT in regards to a lapel pin that was 
developed by the AIC National Secretary Leon Oppenheimer for Pierre Berard. It is 

unclear if the pin had the blessing of Mr. Blumenschein although he was informed of it 
in a letter from Mr. Oppenheimer on 16 DEC 1969. In any event it was definitely a 

surprise to Pierre Berard when it was presented to him. The pin sparks controversy 
within the HOGT and spurs dozens of letters and communications regarding who should 
receive it and who should not and why. Mr. Berard’s main points of contention with the 

pin as outlined in numerous letters from him stem from the fact that it is not in the 
bylaws and that some of the members who would like to wear it have not been active 
and or have never sent him their professional record or picture for the membership 

book that it has been his desire to create since the beginning of the Order.  



By all accounts and correspondence in the archives Mr. Oppenheimer was a sincerely kind 
person. It is likely that he honored Pierre in this manner because Pierre had felt disrespected 

and insulted at a few previous AIC conventions in Cleveland and Oklahoma at the hands of 
some of the AIC branch presidents and national officers and had expressed as much in many 
letters to various members. It seems Mr. Oppenheimer as one of the national officer hosts 

wanted to make sure that proper homage was paid to Mr. Berard. It didn't go quite the way he 
hoped based on Pierre’s reaction. (This is the origin of the HOGT lapel pin that we have today)  

● In a letter from Mr. Berard to Mr. Ernest Bertschi, (our 4th Grand Commander), Pierre 
expresses concerns that the ACF will “obliterate the Honorable Order of the Golden 
Toque” referencing the pending merger of the AIC and ACF. This creates a sense of 
urgency to make the HOGT its own independent organization. (confirmation of the 

merger going through does not appear in our archives until a letter dated 8 MAY 1973 
from Eugene Blumenschein  to Pierre Berard.) 

 

 1971, a banner year for the HOGT… Regency Hotel 22 MAY 1971 

Chicago IL at the National Restaurant Show is the first ever annual meeting of the Honorable 
Order of the Golden Toque membership as their own independent unincorporated organization 

after the AIC/ACF merger. Annual luncheon meetings would occur here aligned with the 
National Restaurant Association trade show for many years. Future HOGT member and Grand 

Commander John Kempf would host many of them.  

●  In a letter dated 27 OCT 1971 to Mr. Ernest Bertschi Secretary-Treasurer of the HOGT at 
the time from Mr. Bicknell trademark counsel for the HOGT he states that “in 

subsequent telephone conversations with Mr. Berard I learned that the AIC is no 
longer in existence and that a new unincorporated association entitled “The 

Honorable Order of the Golden Toque” has been established and has apparently 
succeeded to all of the rights and interest of the American Institute of Chefs with 

respect to the collective membership, mark and the registration thereof in the Patent 
office. Accordingly, it is not possible to file an affidavit by the record owner of the 

registration since the owner (American Institute of Chefs) no longer exists. The best 
way to proceed for the registration of the trademark is to obtain an entirely new 

registration in the name of the new organization.”  
They can no longer use the trademark or renew the trademark 

that was approved for the AIC since it no longer exists. The trademark process starts over again. 
Grand Commander Marcel Chabernaud  does not think it is necessary. Mr. Bertschi & Mr. 

Blumenscehien move forward with it anyway.  



● This is a significant year as it marks the first time that the chefs who hold the Honorable 
Order of the Golden Toque are members of the organization known as The Honorable 

Order of the Golden Toque rather than being members of the American Institute of 
Chefs through various branches and holding the award of the Honorable Order of the 

Golden Toque.  

1972 a change of leadership and a new direction…12 JAN 1972 Marcel 

Chabernaud (appointed by Pierre Berard as his successor) in declining health , officially resigns 
his position as Grand Commander in a letter to Ernest Bertschi Secretary Treasurer of the HOGT 
citing personal reasons but expresses his desire to “remain in the club.” Mr. Chabernaud who 
resigned from the ACF and co-founded the ACA/AIC was not happy with the merger of the AIC 

into the ACF. Mr. Eugene Blumenscehien succeeded him as Grand Commander, serving through 
1976.  

 
During Mr. Blumenscehien’s tenure as Grand Commander the HOGT experienced a 

flurry of activity as he and Mr. Bertschi Commander Secretary/Treasurer began to breathe life 
into it. They reach out to all previous recipients that they can locate and invite them back into 

the fold. Essentially they issue an APB by letter, phone and word of mouth to all HOGT 
recipients. They receive back many grateful letters and a few not so grateful letters, all in our 
archives. Even so they grow the membership and activity of the HOGT. They also implement 

significant new procedures such as instead of paying dues the members make donations. They 
reason that as an honor society members should not pay dues. And instead of the Grand 
Commander appointing their successor they implement elections for all board of director 

positions.   

 

1973 another busy year in the archives… Merger confirmation; merger of the AIC 

into the ACF is confirmed as occurring in 1970 in a letter from Eugene Blumenscehien to Pierre 
Berard dated 8 MAY 1973. Although both Mr. Willy Rosell and Mr. John Bandera previous ACF 
National Presidents and eventual HOGT members have worked on this with the AIC over the 

years, Mr. Jack L. Sullivan was the ACF National President at the time of the merger. He was not 
a fan of the HOGT as he viewed it as a threat to ACF’s American Academy of Chefs. A testament 
to the fact that Mr. Berard’s concerns that the ACF would obliterate the HOGT if it remained in 

the AIC at the time of the merger were not hyperbolic.  

● This is a highly active year in the archives. There are a flurry of letters back and forth 
during this year from many individuals Pierre Berard, Eugene Blumenscehien, LeRoi 

Folsom, Ernest Bertschi, Leon  Oppenheimer, and many of the HOGT board members 
and general membership.  

The letters cover many topics and issues. Leon  Oppenheimer apologizing to Pierre 
Berard regarding the misunderstanding at the Albany convention. Pierre Beard, 

expressing he will never forget the “insult” at the Albany convention and saying he will 
not attend the next convention. LeRoi Folsom the newsletter editor stated that  they 

should do away with the terms Grand Commander for Life and Grand Commander 
Forever and replace it with Honorary Grand Commander. Responses to him stating what 



a bad idea that would be etc. Mr. Folsom also points out that all mention of the AIC 
should be removed from the ByLaws and recommends other bylaw adjustments. My 
take away from all of these letters is that despite the internal disagreements of which 
there were many, everyone was on the same page with the most important issue; the 

HOGT remaining and enduring as an independent organization.  

● An article in the New Jersey Asbury Park Press dated 21 OCT 1973 states that ‘there are 
120 Golden Toque Chefs nationwide in the Academy of the 

Golden Toque’ and the article refers to Mr. Hoenigsberg as “the Grand Commander of the 
Academy of the Golden Toque”. Confusion and mistakes indeed…… 

 1974 consistent vision is paying off… the annual 

meeting in OCT 1974 at Chicago O’Hare Grand Commander Eugene Blumenschein reports that 
the HOGT has a membership of sixty five active members. For the first time a  geographical 

Breakdown is also provided to members in the newsletter with the following regions identified 
North-East, East-Central, North-Central, South-Central, West, and Foreign. 

● An article in the Richmond Times-Dispatch 27 JAN , 1974 features a chef who has 
“received the Order of the Golden Toque” saying “he received his in New York in 1970 
from the PCAA/PICA and the Academy of the Golden Toque.” Mr. Bicknell’s  original 
letter to Mr. Hoenigsberg rings true even eight years later. Confusion and mistakes 

continue……….. 

 1975 the end of an era… in a letter dated 5 FEB 1975 from Grand Commander 

Eugene Blumenscehien to Secretary/Treasurer Ernest Bertschi he informed him that he 
received a note from Mrs. Berard, saying “Pierre passed away on January 29 1975 after a long 
and painful illness.” Mr. Blumenscehien asks that a tribute be done in the next newsletter for 

Pierre J. Berard. He was 86 years old.  
 

1976  
● An article in the Fort Myers FL News-Press 

01 JUL , 1976 featuring an interview with Mr. Walsh, the President of the PCAA/PICA, refers to 
the Academy of the Golden Toque. Confusion and mistakes continue and continue……….. 

 

1977 Controversy and anger… reaches a boiling point and spurs righteous 

indignation amongst HOGT members when The American Chef and Culinarian publication of 
PCAA/PICA FEB-APR 1977 Volume One, Number One has Academy of the Golden Toque 

announcements where Dr. Kurt Hoenigsberg, the honorary president of PCAA/PICA, refers to 
the Academy of the Golden Toque as ‘the highest award for chefs in America’ and has Grand 

Commander under his name. This triggered more anger over the use of the name Golden Toque 



spurring a letter from HOGT James Edwards Commander and Secretary to HOGT Attorney Mr. 
Bicknell on 7 APR 1977 in response to letters and inquiries that Mr. Edwards received from 

HOGT members upset by the publication. This marks the first indication in the archives that the 
issue is on the radar of the general membership of the HOGT in addition to board members.  

● “The Kempf Sullivan Affair” The man who walked out on the merger discussions 

described in letters as having “stormed out angry” is now a candidate for induction into 

the Honorable Order of the Golden Toque. He is presented in letters of his supporters as 

“a changed man who has done many things for the American Chefs.”  
One can only imagine what Pierre Berard would have thought had he still been alive to 

see the day that former ACF National President and HOGT detractor Jack. L. Sullivan, the 

man he felt strongly intended to “obliterate the Golden Toque" was now being 

considered for induction into the HOGT.  

 

Before the nomination can go any further however one man voices his vehement 

opposition to the prospective member……fairly new but very active member and board 

member John Kempf, future Grand Commander, sends a letter to the rest of the board. Kempf 

is so set against the induction of Mr. Sullivan, that he says he will resign and states he will not 

host the annual luncheon meeting that he has hosted for the HOGT in Chicago since before 

becoming a member.    

 

This spurs discussion of the fact that the bylaws do not state how many signatures are 

required. The issue is posed to Mr. Marcel Chabernaud who wrote many of the original bylaws 

with Mr. Berard. He says “the board must be unanimous, but the Grand Commander can veto 

any decision but has to bring up the subject at the next General Meeting where the members 

can override the veto with a 2/3rds of members majority vote.”  However there seems to be 

nothing in writing that backs this up. They also consult an attorney who recommends that they 

change the rule to 2/3rds of members present at the meeting. 

 

In a letter dated 5 November 1977 from Grand Commander Ernest Burtschi to HOGT 

board member John Kempf, Mr. Burtschi explains to Mr. Kempf that “if you are  going to reject 

an applicant you must give a reason.” In regards to Sullivan Grand Commander Bertschi states 

“Furthermore Mr. Sullivan has done more for the American Chefs than anybody else, we have 

to give him credit for it if we like him or not. Now he is retired and what I hear is a changed 

man , quiet and he agrees that he has made many mistakes and it looks like he is sorry about 

it.” 

 

Mr. Kempf responds with a long letter dated 14 NOV 1977 in which he takes aim at the 

former ACF National President saying amongst other things “If you are willing to dismiss 



arrogance, forget fairness, and overlook his surly uncooperative orneriness then I could say 

that he has qualifications. He may now be a changed man , but what a weak support for the 

many years of Jack Sullivan’s self-centered dominating scramble to the presidency of the ACF. 

His ignorance, incompetence and lack of professionalism is all that he conveyed from his 

office” and “I can not turn my back on reality or my personal experiences with Jack Sullivan. I 

am certain that he doesn't know what is considered fair and equitable and right.” To drive his 

point home he attached a letter from future HOGT member and former ACF National President 

now ACF Chairman of the Board Mr. Amato Ferrero that does not shed a positive light on the 

way Mr. Sullivan publicly treated him. Most notably he says “ It might be a good suggestion 

that all nominations for membership in the Order of the Golden Toque be brought before the 

General Meeting and at the meeting said application would be accepted or denied 

membership of the following year. A YES or NO should be all that is necessary.”   

 

In another letter dated DEC 10 1977 from original HOGT recipient Robert L. Angelvin to 

Grand Commander Bertschi Mr. Angelvin who served AIC as National Vice President at the time 

of the merger and had worked extensively on the merger with previous ACF National President 

John Bandera, writes of his support for Mr. Kempf's rejection of Mr. Sullivan's application. He 

lists three reasons, the most important among them is “3.) Mr. Sullivan made sure that the 

merger was one in name only, but in fact a takeover of the AIC by the ACF. Not one of the 

officers of the AIC was given a position of importance or of decision making in the new 

organization.” It is not like Mr. Angelvin who “is certainly no one to be involved in the matter” 

says Mr. Blumenscehien speaking of the entire unfortunate incident and in regards specifically 

to Mr. Angelvin’s uncharacteristic letter as he is known for his gentlemanly decorum.  The fact 

that he wrote a letter such as this spoke volumes.  

 

John Kempf also finds support from original HOGT recipient and future Grand 

Commander Mr. James Edwards in a letter dated 16 DEC 1977, “I am not for Sullivan, Bob 

(referring to original HOGT recipient and future Grand Commander Robert Elhers) is not for 

Sullivan. We feel, together with your help we cannot have that kind of Mafia in our 

organization which I can see it growing after our meeting in May. It would grow like a cancer. 

Together you and I and Bob and a few others need to be the antidote and the medication to 

get rid of this type of element in our organization” he goes on to say further “John I know you 

are as much a fighter as I am. Stay in and fight instead of letting these people come in and 

take the harmonious attitude away and put into dictatorship like some have done. You and I, 

as American Chefs, are a minority in this chapter.” in reference to Sullivan, “I am not going to 

sacrifice my standards and ideals to someone of this caliber” 

 



Mr. Kempfs letter is interpreted as meaning he will leave the Order. His initial reaction 

to the proposed Sullivan nomination spurs many letters and concern that he will resign and 

leave the HOGT.  Letters are also sent to Mr. Kempf asking him “to find kindness in his heart for 

Mr. Sullivan” and “asking you to change your mind for the sake of the Golden Toque , search 

your heart for a little charity and good will. Life is tough enough and sometimes we do have 

to compromise for the total good.” and some that characterize his opposition as “threatening 

and a personal vendetta.” Chairman of the Board Eugene Blumenscehien in particular sends 

him an extensive letter talking about the history of the merger and how AIC could never reach 

an agreement with future HOGT members and National ACF Presidents Willy Rossell and John 

Bandera. Elaborating that “then came Sullivans presidency and within a few months we 

reached an agreement.” 

 

In a subsequent letter dated 22 December 1977 Mr. Kempf explained that he did not intend to 

leave the HOGT but rather resign his board position if the induction went through. He explains 

exactly why he is opposed to Mr. Sullivan. Stating how Mr. Sullivan has mistreated HOGT 

member Mr. (Karl) Hermann Habich, “a gentleman I greatly admire and respect. And This man 

Hermann Habich has done more to upgrade the American Chef than anyone; his TV shows, 

radio shots, and his student demonstrations, to encourage young people to pursue a culinary 

career.” he asserts that Sullivan  treated him “with such disrespect and deceit during the time 

that Hermann was appointed Northeastern Director Of the Association of Chef, he even went 

as far as he could to discredit and upset Hermann’s appointment. I personally saw this being 

done”  he further explains that “it was through the efforts of Hermann and myself that the 

membership was convinced to vote yes and become a part of the ACF without a word of 

thanks to either one of us for the efforts put forth.” Mr. Habich and Mr. Kempf were both very 

active together in the Albany branch of the AIC.  

 

Mr. Kempf’s concerns are heard and Mr. Sullivan is not welcomed into the HOGT and the “The 

Kempf Sullivan Affair” as Chairman of the Board Eugene Blumenscehien refers to it comes to 

an end when the acceptance of Jack L. Sullivan was vetoed by Grand Commander Bertschi 

however per what Mr. Chabernaud stated the membership will still have an opportunity to vote 

on it at the next General Membership Meeting. Mr. Kempf once again agreed to host the 

annual meeting. In many letters referring to this subject Mr. Blumenscehien expresses his 

“sincere desire” to have “a peaceful tranquil Order of The Golden Toque like we enjoyed for 

several years.”  

There are many instances documented through letters back and forth in the 60’s and early to 

mid 70’s where a person is denied and opposed by many members of the acceptance 

committee and then eventually is inducted. “The Vislocky Episode” would be a perfect example 



of it. A letter dated 22 December 1977 from Eugene Blumenscehien to Mr. James Edwards 

confirms that “the bylaws have to read that acceptance has to be unanimous or by majority.” 

1978 Three years after the passing of our founder, the battle continues… 
8 APR 1978 a letter from Mr. James Edwards to Grand Commander Ernest Bertshi informs him 
that “the Attorney Mr. Bicknell of Chicago will join our meeting to renew our patent and to 

finalize any other complications with Kurt Hoenigsberg.” 

● 20 MAY 1978 Past Grand Commander and primary founder of the ACA/AIC 
Marcel Chabernaud passes away.  

● 22 MAY 1978 annual meeting at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare Chicago. At the  Board of 
directors meeting an extensive discussion takes place regarding the Academy of the 
Golden Toque’s infringement on the HOGT’s rights. It is documented in a fascinating 

exchange captured on cassette tape in our archives. Mr. Bicknell is present at the BOD 
meeting and discusses the issue and the background with the board.  Many comments 

are made by members of how unprofessional the rival Golden Toque leadership has 
been. Mr. Blumenscehien gives an extensive review of the origin of the issue with the 

Academy of the Golden Toque and Kurt Hoenigsberg. Mr. Bicknell explains that the fact 
that the HOGT has never done anything in legal terms is a problem in and of itself.  

● The membership voted and unanimously upheld Grand Commander Bertschi’s veto of 

Jack L. Sullivan's acceptance putting a lid on the “The Kempf Sullivan Affair” for good.  

● Grand Commander Ernest Bertschi introduces a new award, described in the minutes 
from the annual meeting as a Chef's Toque hand painted on a Mother of Pearl pin to be 
given to a lady annually. The first ever goes to Mrs. Martha Blumenscehien This appears 

to be the beginning of our current annual Lady Toque Award tradition.  
● 1 AUG 1978 in a letter to Commander and Secretary James Edwards patent 
attorney Mr. Bicknell discusses “the recent controversy regarding  “Academy of 
The Golden Toque” He explains that originally they were attempting to register 

just the words. Order of The Golden Toque” however the examiner informed 
them that at that time the words alone could not be registered but that they 

could register the composite mark consisting of the words in combination with 
the representation of a toque and wreath. He further explains “ I think it would 

be desirable to try and obtain a second registration on the words “Order of The 
Golden Toque”. You would then have two registrations which would 

strengthen your position against other parties who might be infringers.” The 
volume of letters related to this is daunting. The attorney is telling Mr. Edwards 
that the PCAA/PICA could argue that the trademark held by the HOGT includes 

the toque and wreath therefore making it different than if it simply had the 
words “Order of The Golden Toque.”  

What became crystal clear to me as I continued to read and research is that the 
PCCA/PICA appears to have put no effort in at all to register their honor society. Why 

that was, is lost to history.   
 



 

 
● In a letter dated 13 SEP 1978 from HOGT Mr. James Edwards Commander and 

Secretary to HOGT Attorney Albert Bicknell he discusses the options that our 
Order has in preventing anyone from using our name saying In reference to 

Thomas Walsh now the National President Of the PCAA/PICA  
“ Mr. Walsh does not have the right to still use our name.  ACA was separate from the 
Golden Toque” he further says “Let's pursue this and make it hard for M. Walsh or any 

other leech to infringe on our sacred name.”  
● An article in The Tampa Times 21 JUNE 1978 about the National Convention of the 
PCCA/PICA refers to Dr. Kurt Hoenigsberg, the honorary president of PCAA/PICA, and as 
“the Grand Commander of the Academy of the Golden Toque”. Confusion and mistakes 

continue and continue and continue…….. 

1979 The would-be usurper meets its demise…  
● In a letter dated 19 MAR 1979 from Grand Commander Ernest Bertshi to Commander 

and Treasurer Robert Ehlers he states his feelings about Dr. Minor advertising in the 
PCAA’s Chef’s Magazine as “just plain business” he mentions Hermann Rusch an HOGT 

member since 1974 saying “ For Hermann Rusch , I cannot explain, could be just 
Medals and Honors hunting and he does not realize what he is doing , as he knew that 

we are the original and only association that has the right to use the words Golden 
Toque.” In reference to Mr. Rusch, now being affiliated with the PCAA, listed on their 

letterhead as serving on their board of advisers.  
● In a letter to Mr. Richard Bosnjack the ACF National President and soon to be Honorable 

Order of the Golden Toque member dated 6 May 1979 from Chef Thomas A. Walsh, the 
Professional Culinary Association of America (PCAA) and Professional Institute of Chefs 

of America (PICA) National President, stated his organization's willingness to merge with 
the ACF. Mr. Walsh lays out nine points in his letter, copies of which are housed in our 
archives. Significantly amongst his comments are that ‘a merger is not feasible at this 

time because there are still differences between the associations that are not fully 
resolved.’ Most pertinent in his fifth bullet point he speaks disparagingly of Pierre 

Berard saying  ‘As to the golden Toque this Honor should remain the ultimate 
achievement to a Chef, and he should be so honored as to experience. We could also 
work on this as a step above both associations, for the extreme honor society. I have 

always regarded this as a great honor. At one time Pierre Berard, wholesaled the 
Golden Toque in an effort to make himself look good by giving it to some without even 

knowing their professional background.’  
He goes on to lay out how the ACF should adopt the entire PCAA/PICA awards structure 

to be used with the two merged associations. The PCAA/PICA blatantly attempts to 
leverage their counterfeit Academy of the Golden Toque to sweeten the pot for the ACF 

to merge while at the same time accusing Pierre Berard of less than honorable 
intentions with the original Honorable Order of the Golden Toque his own brain child.  

 



 
● MAY 1979 annual meeting at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare Chicago. There is a 

robust discussion regarding whether honorary members can vote or not. This is 
captured in a cassette tape recording of the General Membership meeting. 

There seems to be some confusion on this point. Grand Commander Bertschi 
insists that they can vote. There is a lot of back and forth on this issue. A 

member who is unidentifiable on the recording is challenging the way the 
previous years meeting was handled stating that aspects of it violate the bylaws. 
Grand Commander Bertschi and Commander Secretary Edwards are the only two 

individuals that can be clearly understood on the recording as most everyone 
else talking is situated too far from the recorder. Even so their passion on the 

subject comes through loud and clear.  
● 31 AUG 1979 a mere four months after Mr. Walsh wrote to Mr. Bosnjack the 

PCCA/PICA merged into the American Culinary Federation under newly elected 
ACF National President Mr. Ferdinand Metz; In the provision of the merger 

agreement it states The society administered by the P.C.A.A./P.I.C.A., known as 
“the Academy of the Golden Toque and Silver Toque'' will remain an 

independent honor society administered by the respective commanders. A.C.F. 
encourages an amicable consolidation of all Golden Toque societies in the 
immediate future. It is the feeling of  A.C.F. that this be accomplished as 

expediently as possible. No doubt a last ditch effort of the PCAA/PICA national 
president to try and torpedo the HOGT even at the cost of his own organization's 

honor society. Members of the HOGT rejected and ignored this sentiment as 
indicated in many letters to the board members on the subject in response to 
Mr. Edwards sending a message about the merger and its terms to the general 

HOGT membership. General sentiments were that it simply did not apply to 
them. The HOGT if anything should only act as a disseminator of information to 
its members in regards to the merger. This matter reverberates long after even 
surfacing in the 1980 Annual Meeting where it is discussed in detail and with ire 
from many members present as documented in cassette tape recordings from 

that meeting. It is mentioned by Mr. Ehlers that the PCAA/PICA was being 
investigated by the United States Postal Service for mail fraud. If accurate this 
could certainly explain the quick turnaround on the ACF PCAA /PICA merger.  

● The PCCA/PICA National President’s assertion that Pierre Berard “wholesaled 
out” the Golden Toque is dubious at best. Pierre Berard founded and created the 
Honorable Order of the Golden Toque. We know he was certainly thinking of the 
formation of the HOGT as early as 1959, likely earlier. In short Pierre Berard did 

all the heavy lifting for our HOGT from conceptualization, to fostering the idea of 
it within the nationwide community of professional chefs that he knew, to 

implementing it, to obtaining the trademark personally at his own expense. Then 
fighting those trying to infringe on our trademark. All at his own personal 

expense. All while he was well  into his seventies and eighties when most people 
would be enjoying golf, bird watching, or fishing.  



As Mr. Blumenschein said it was his baby.  

● The contrast between our HOGT forefathers and those who started the Academy 
of the Golden Toque could not be more stark. On the one hand the AIC and Mr. 
Berard knew a merger or dissolution of AIC was inevitable whether they liked it 
or not. It was for the betterment of professional chefs and cooks to be united 
under one umbrella. After all, the whole point of the creation of ACF in 1929. 

Despite the underhandedness of the PCAA/PICA they considered both 
organizations that had expressed interest in merging with them the ACF and the 
PCAA/PICA. They took the appropriate steps to preserve their cherished fraternal 

society. So that it could not be negatively impacted by a merger or any other 
outside entities. They did not put it out there as a negotiation chip. They 

understood that it is special, they knew its value because they did the work for it. 
On the other hand the PCAA/PICA sought to use its honor society as a carrot of 
sorts to sweeten the deal with the ACF. Easy to do I suppose when something is 

copied and no real work went into it. The people who “founded” the Academy of 
the Golden Toque did nothing but simply duplicate what Pierre Berard and 
others had already done. With one very important exception they did not 

procure a trademark. It is documented in our archives that when the PCAA /PICA 
was merged into the ACF it was more of a hostile takeover than a merger 
echoing Mr. Angelvin’s words regarding the AIC/ACF merger. None of the 
agreements or arrangements as laid out by Mr. Walsh in his letter to Mr. 

Bosnjack materialized. This effectively put an end to the would-be usurper and 
rival of our Honorable Order of the Golden Toque.  

● It is noteworthy to mention here that documented in the archives is a letter from 
our Order’s law firm confirming that Mr. Hoenigsberg never responded to any of 
the letters sent to him by the legal counsel of the HOGT. In fact he himself sent a 

letter to our second Grand Commander Eugene Blumenscehien at that time 
serving as President of the AIC to read at the merger talks in Cleveland in 1969 as 

is detailed on page 29 of the minutes asking him to give his regards to Pierre 
Berard as he does not have his address. This after multiple letters were already 
sent to him by the HOGT attorney Mr. Bicknell in regards to the Academy of the 

Golden Toque issue.  
The only response from PCAA/PICA acknowledging any of the trademark 

correspondence was a letter from Mr. Walsh to Mr. Bicknell trademark counsel 
for the HOGT dated 24 JULY 1978 stating among other things that; the 

corporation of the PCAA/ PICA was chartered in the state of Alabama on March 
3 1964. Despite the fact that this is clearly AFTER the AIC held the First in Use 
APR 1962 and First in Commerce APR 1962 for the Order of the Golden Toque 

(which Mr. Bicknell points out in his response to this letter from Walsh.) He 
proceeds to say  “I cannot understand how a group could receive a patent on 

an Honor Society name which belongs to another association namely the 
PCAA/PICA.” he goes on to say “Please inform your client that we shall continue 
to use the Academy of the Golden Toque and The Order of the Silver Toque as 



part of our association and should not like to embarrass them with anything 
further on the matter.” 

● Mr. Albert W. Bicknell, the trademark attorney wisely retained by Pierre Berard 
from the very beginning to deal with the first HOGT trademark, would remain 

with the HOGT as their trademark counsel throughout the entire journey of the 
HOGT trademarks. He was honored as a Golden Toque Chef of the Day by Grand 
Commander Ernest Bertshci and given a Golden Toque pin at the 1978 General 
Meeting to “show his affiliation to the Order of the Golden Toque.” He would 
go on to become recognized as one of the country's most prolific patent law 

experts and leading authority on trademark law in the United States. He 
practiced patent law based out of Chicago right up to his passing in 2003 at the 

age of 86.  

In Conclusion…   
As you can see, much hard work, tenacity and dedication went into us acquiring our 

trademark so that the HOGT could be registered. Our early members, although not always in 
agreement on many things (also clear in archived correspondence) were vigilant and united 
about the perception of the public and the industry. They understood the ramifications of 

another organization attempting to hijack our identity or misrepresent our name and or our 
logo. They did not take it lightly.  Neither should we. In fact, we owe it to them to understand 

what they worked for and the stand that they made.  
 

The foresight that Pierre Berard and our founding members, in particular Eugene 
Blumenscehien, Ernest Bertschi, James Edwards, and Robert Ehlers had when the AIC merged 

with the ACF can not be overstated. It is almost as significant as the founding of the Order itself. 
They made the HOGT separate. It certainly can be considered the single most important 

decision after the founding and the procuring of the original trademark. By doing this they 
ensured that no other outside entity could dissolve or impact The Honorable Order of the 
Golden Toque. They kept our wonderful Order out of the hands of others who wanted to 

destroy it and they put its future into the members' hands. Our hands.  
 

Mr. Berard well into his 80’s still championed the HOGT and its independence.   
Despite Mr. Walshes assertion that the PCAA /PICA  “should not like to embarrass them 

with anything further on the matter.” In the end it was not The Honorable Order of the Golden 
Toque that was embarrassed. Retrospectively I think that the early turmoil experienced by the 
HOGT,  in particular the Academy of the Golden Toque saga at the end of the day, was a good 
thing. It spurred Pierre Berard and his HOGT colleagues to fight. It provided a tangible threat 

not just a theoretical one. Would they have been so vigilant had there not been a real threat to 
HOGT? We will never know. The fact remains though that they were. The best way we honor 
them is to know their story and know where we came from as an organization. How we got 

here to have the opportunity to be members of this wonderful honor society and enjoy a 
beautiful reunion with each other each year. 

 



  ….1980 echoes of the past; the AIC/ACF Merger 

controversy rears its head once again. At the general meeting of the HOGT at 

Chicago O’Hare Regency a robust passionate discussion captured in our archives on 
cassette tapes of the meeting minutes, Commander Treasurer  Robert Ehlers  and John 
Kempf are extremely vocal about following the By-Laws. Mr. Ehlers discusses the fact 
that the By-Laws do not state that the Grand Commander can veto the decision of the 
acceptance board. An extensive discussion takes place in regards to this surrounding 

two specific candidates for membership Mr. Ferdinand Metz and Mr. Wolfgang Hippeli 
who were denied by the acceptance committee. Grand Commander Bertshi vetoes the 
acceptance committee and brings the two members forward to the membership for a 

vote anyway. Mr. Bertschi defends his ability to do so citing Mr. Chabernaud’s 
statement back in 1977 during the “Kempf Sullivan Affair”. Mr. Bertschi also explains 

that the mistake that caused the denial of the two prospective members was his 
mistake and not theirs or their sponsors. Some members present reject this reasoning 
saying, “why have an acceptance committee if the Grand Commander can undo their 
decision.” A discussion ensues that includes, Mr. John Kempf, Mr. Robert Ehlers, and 

many members who are not identified on the recording. They discuss the various points 
of why Mr. Hippeli was denied, not being American born, having exactly twenty years of 
experience which they say also applies to Mr. Metz, not being certified etc. Mr. Kempf 

states that none of these things are conditions for membership and the by-laws say 
twenty years so they qualify.  

Mr. Ehlers is particularly opposed to the induction of Mr.Metz citing the provision of the 
merger agreement between the PCCA/PICA and the American Culinary Federation. He is 
extremely bothered by the ACF’s attempt in the merger papers to combine and do away 

with the HOGT. “He has no right to talk about the Golden Toque and make any 
decisions about the Golden Toque he is not a member” Mr. Bertschi insists that he 

reached out to Mr. Metz at the time and told him to “stay out of the business of the 
Golden Toque.” And Mr. Metz understood and did so. In the end Mr. Bertschi’s veto of 
the acceptance committee stands and the members vote to approve the induction of 

Mr. Ferdinand Metz and Mr. Wolfgang Hippeli …to be continued… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Putting faces to the names; The individuals featured above  

                                                    
                      Pierre J. Berard             Marcel Chabernaud      Eugene Blumenscehien        Ernest Bertschi         James Edwards         Robert “Bob” Ehlers 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                  
      LeRoi “Duke” Folsom          Robert L. Angelvin         Leon Oppenheimer     John W. Kempf        Joe H. Gomez           Delmas G. Parker  

 

                                                                              
                       Joseph Vislocky       Eugene Jonkers     (Karl) Hermann Habich       Kurt Hoenigsberg         Michel Barbet            Wolfgang Hippeli    Fred H. Sellers  

                                                                    
        Nikki Ractliffe           Louis J. Caruso          Hermann Rusch             Alec O. Cline               Richard Czack      B ernard Binon     Fredi Geissler       Clayton G. McMinn 
 

                                                     



   Louis Perrotte         Willy Otto Rossel        John L. Bandera         Amato Ferrero       Richard Bosnjak   Frances Levenstein Roth   Tom Walsh   

                                              Dominique 

D’Ermo   Pierre Garbit      Henry Ractliffe     Ferdinand Metz   Albert W. Bicknell   James L. Oakar  Jack L. Sullivan  Herbert Harseim  

 
 


